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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
GVSU issues accountability report to state leaders 
A thorough review of Grand Valley State University's academic and 
economic performances demonstrates the university 's ability to educate 
successful students with the fewest state dollars of any other public 
university in Michigan . 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas decided to issue a thorough 
accountability report to state and community leaders, students, their 
families and all Michigan taxpayers to elevate the discussion about 
higher education to include much more than the cost of tuition. 
"While affordability is important to measure, it's not a complete look at 
what a university accomplishes for the state and for individuals," Haas 
said. "This one-dimensional discussion adds little to policy decisions 
and outcomes . What matters most to students are access and the qual-
ity and usefulness of their education and degree. What matters most to 
the state is fueling an economic engine in the new knowledge-based 
economy." 
Grand Valley's 2007 Accountability Report outlines five major areas by 
analyzing outcomes, including the success of the university, the proper 
use of resources and the impact of Grand Valley on regional and state 
economies. 
The report also notes the state's declining support for its public universi-
ties and shows Michigan in the bottom five in the nation when it comes 
Across Campus 
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Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
President Thomas J. Haas spoke to the Board of Trustees regarding the 
Accountability Report Thursday. 
to recent higher education investment. 
The Accountability Report illustrates efficiency and the superior return 
on investment that all stakeholders make in supporting the university. 
Grand Valley has a significant and continuing impact on the state's 
economic , environmental and social well-being. It underscores the most 
important measure of all - the education of students seeking the tools 
that will help them shape their lives , their professions and their societ-
ies . 
The full report may be seen at www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
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Grand Valley State University is partnering 
with Grand Rapids Community College to 
expand academic program offerings at its 
Meijer Campus in Holland to help non-tradi-
tional students earn degrees . The new initiative 
is aimed primarily at adults who have already 
earned some college credit. 
courses on 
the Meijer 
Campus in 
Holland. 
The part-
GVSU's Holland Meijer Campus 
Grand Valley announced that it will offer a 
flexible degree completion program through 
its Department of Liberal Studies. The new 
program allows students to build on what they 
have already completed, whether at Grand 
Valley or any other accredited college or uni-
versity. It will also let students build a unique 
degree that suits their own interests. The new 
program will offer convenient, flexible and 
alternative formats and scheduling options. 
The program will become available beginning 
with the Fall 2008 semester. nership will 
Details of the plan were announced by Grand 
Valley President Thomas J. Haas and GRCC 
representatives at the October 25 university 
Board of Trustees meeting, which took place 
at the Holland Campus . 
take advantage of existing consortium arrange-
ments to include financial aid, equivalent 
courses and concurrent enrollment. 
"Grand Valley is responding to the needs of 
Lakeshore communities for greater access to 
higher education ," Haas said. "The university 
is also responding to the Cherry Commission's 
call on Michigan's colleges and universities 
"We think this new collaboration between 
Grand Valley and GRCC is unique in the 
state," Haas said. "More often, universities go 
onto community college campuses. Here, we're 
doing the reverse. Together we will better ful-
fill the need for higher education and degree 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
"We've offered classes for 18 years in 
Holland," said Grand Rapids Community 
College President Juan Olivarez. "We're 
pleased to be able to collaborate with Grand 
Valley to better meet the educational needs of 
the people on the Lakeshore." 
to help adults who have earned college cred-
its in the past to come back to complete their 
degrees." 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 halftime at the football game. 
The Liberal Studies curriculum will include core classes as well as credits 
in an emphasis area such as Leadership and Ethics, Communication Arts 
or Human Journey. Students will also be required to complete the univer-
sity's general education requirements . 
There will be events each night of the week to help raise money as well as 
T-shirts sold in Kirkhof Center, Kleiner Commons and on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus throughout the week. 
The week's events will start Sunday with a GVSU vs. SVSU dodgeball 
game at noon at the Fieldhouse. Monday there will be a Bonfire Kickoff at 
8 p.m. at Robinson Field . On Thursday there will be a fundraising dinner 
in the Eberhard Center from 5:30-7:30 p.m. On Friday there is a Dance 
Marathon from 7 p.m.-rnidnight in the Grand River Room in the Kirkhof 
Center. There will also be opportunities to donate money when purchasing 
food at any of the on-campus dining locations, as well as online . For more 
information , visit www.gvsu .edu/battleofthevalleys. 
Grand Valley has been offering courses in Holland since the 1980s and 
expanded its Holland offerings when the university's Meijer Campus 
opened in 1997. Haas noted that Grand Valley values all of its commu-
nity college partnerships - including its long-standing partnership with 
Muskegon Community College, serving the Muskegon and Grand Haven 
areas. 
Information on the new program is available at the Meijer Holland 
Campus, 515 Waverly Road, or by phone at xl3910. Alumna's charity ride ends in tragedy 
Battle of the Valleys benefits DeVos 
Children's Hospital 
Lee Anne Barry, a 1990 GVSU graduate , was killed in a crash as she was 
nearing the end of a cross-country bike tour to raise money and awareness 
for brain injury prevention. 
Once again, Grand Valley's 
Student Senate is fac-
ing off against rivals at 
Saginaw Valley State 
University for the Battle 
Barry was struck by a car on a South Carolina highway on October 21 
during the final leg of a bike tour that began in Montana on September 
7. Barry stopped in Grand Rapids September 25 to give a presentation to 
Cathy Harro's physical therapy class at the Cook-De Vos Center for Health 
Sciences . 
of the Valleys fundraising 
competition. The proceeds 
from this year's competi-
tion will be going to the 
Helen De Vos Hospital's 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Prevention programs. 
Photo by Adam Bird 
President Thomas J. Haas and members of 
Student Senate tour Helen De Vos Children's 
Hospital. 
Barry was 5 when she was in a car accident and 
suffered severe brain trauma. She underwent suc-
cessful brain surgery as a teenager and became an 
advocate for brain injury prevention. For four years, 
Barry and her husband, Ben, biked cross-country on 
a tour called the BIG Ride: Brain Injury's Greatest 
Journey. As they picked up day bikers along the 
way, BIG riders educate schools, youth groups and 
church groups about helmet safety and brain injury 
prevention . 
The competition, which runs this week, coincides with Saturday's football 
game between Grand Valley's Lakers and the Saginaw Valley Cardinals. 
The winning university receives a traveling trophy, which is presented at 
Alumna Lee Anne 
Barry speaking to a 
class in September. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send pub\i-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon , assistant vice president 
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Brian J. Bowe, communications specialist 
Michele Coffill , communications specialist 
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator 
Leslie Perales, student editor 
Matt Marn, student writer 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYll 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
GVSU graduate returns to 
work for alma mater in 
student life 
When Tom Coy graduated from Grand Valley State 
University in 1998, his bond with the university was 
so strong, he knew he wanted to come back to work 
for the university sometime later on. Now he has his 
chance. 
"A friend of mine who works for Grand Valley saw 
the position open and encouraged me to apply," he 
said. "My experience as an undergrad was great, and 
I always hoped to return and settle down in West 
Michigan." 
He is the supervisor for many groups on campus such 
as fraternities and sororities, Spotlight Productions, 
campus programming, contracts, cultural program-
ming initiatives and major campus events and tradi-
tions, such as Homecoming, Sibs and Kids Weekend 
and the Intercultural Festival. 
Coy earned his bachelor's degree in advertising and 
public relations from Grand Valley, and a Master in 
Education with an emphasis in higher education ad-
ministration from Wright State University in Dayton, 
Ohio. He has served as assistant dean for Greek Life 
at the University of North Texas, and most recently 
served as the director of student life at Penn State 
Altoona. 
Coy said he also really 
appreciates Grand Valley's 
initiatives with diversity. 
"It's nice to be on a campus 
that really encourages aca-
demic conversations about 
interculturalism," Coy said. 
Coy said one of the best 
parts of being back at Tom Coy 
GVSU is living so close to 
his family, since for the past eight years, he has been 
at least an eight-hour drive away. 
"The biggest difference between Grand Valley State 
University and Penn State is that Penn State was so 
based on tradition and doing things the way they've 
been done for the last hundred years. GVSU is still 
establishing its image, traditions and history in West 
Michigan," Coy said. "Working at GVSU, I can 
already see many opportunities for creativity and in-
novative programming." 
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Mayor Heartwell shares social concerns 
with students 
inadequate health care for the elderly. 
Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell told a 
group of social work students the concept of the 
'common good' has been lost with this genera-
tion. Heartwell, an ordained minister, talked about 
his background in the ministry and politics at 
Loosemore Auditorium, October 18. 
"We live in a time where people are self-indulgent 
and self-centered," Heartwell said. "The concept 
of the common good defines who we are and it's 
been lost. But, your career makes you an exception 
to that." 
Grand Rapids Mayor 
George Heartwell 
Award established for math majors 
The Mathematics Department has established a new Mathematics and 
Community Service Award, recognizing mathematics majors at the junior 
level for excellence in academic and community service. 
Funding for the award is being provided by Rick Szczepanski, former 
GVSU employee, a mathematics educator and the head of the Mary J. 
Szczepanski "Never Give Up" Scholarship Foundation. 
The award winner will be selected each winter semester and will receive a 
plaque and a mathematics book. 
"The common good means you are compassionate, inclusive and willing 
to sacrifice something of yourself - wealth or position - so others can 
thrive." 
AWRI offers internship 
The Robert B. Annis Water Resources Institute is offering a competitive 
winter semester internship made possible by a gift from the late Herbert 
L. VanderMey. The internship will be awarded to a Grand Valley student 
majoring in the sciences, including engineering, computer, health, natural 
resource management or physical sciences. 
Heartwell spoke about his work with Pilgrim Manor Retirement 
Community, Heartside Ministries and the homeless. "It's easy for us to 
make the poor and elderly invisible," he said. "If we don't see them or 
hear about them, then they are easy to forget. What will it take for a cul-
ture shift or mind shift so we once again care about the common good?" 
The mayor also shared his concerns for what he calls the two most impor-
tant social policy issues - disparity in funding in public education and 
The intern will be expected to average 12 hours on AWRI projects for 15 
weeks during the winter semester and will be compensated up to a maxi-
mum of $1,800. The deadline for applications is November 9. For more 
information contact Roxana Taylor x13749 
What's Ahead 
Flu Prevention Campaign 
Once again, Grand Valley will offer free flu 
shots to all faculty and staff, their dependents 
and retirees. No appointment is necessary at the 
following locations: 
• Monday, November 5, CHS Building, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. 
• Tuesday, November 6, GVSU Family Health 
Center, 72 Sheldon Blvd. S.E., 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 
• Thursday, November 8, Henry Hall Atrium, 
Student Project Area, 10 a.m.-lp.m. 
•Handicap parking is available in lots 
F and G, Allendale Campus 
• Friday, November 9, De Vos Building C, 
Student Study Are~, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Seventy percent of all people who receive a 
flu vaccination are completely protected. The 
remaining thirty percent have partial protection 
and will have greatly reduced symptoms, if they 
do contract influenza. All viruses in the vaccine 
are killed, so the virus cannot infect anyone. For 
more information, contact the Benefits office at 
x12220. 
Shakespeare montage 
excites area students 
High school students around the state are get-
ting excited about Shakespeare, thanks to Bard 
to Go, an educational outreach program pre-
sented by Grand Valley, as one element of the 
university's Shakespeare· Festival. 
Last year Bard to Go performed at nine 
Michigan schools to more than 1,450 students. 
This year 10 performances will be done in 
schools during October and November. 
A new presentation, entitled "The Charm's 
Wound Up: Magic in the Making," explores 
the many sides of miraculous enchantment and 
dangerous illusion. This 50-minute montage 
of Shakespearean scenes draws from Macbeth, 
Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, A Midsummer 
···--------------------------
Night's Dream and Shakespeare's sonnets. 
On November 3, the troupe performs a free 
local performance at 1 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium at the De Vos Center. 
Bard to Go promises to once again pres-
ent a rollicking and engaging introduction to 
Shakespeare for 21st century audiences . "We're 
jumping into the richness of the comedy, the 
fullness of the tragedy, the delight of the lan-
guage, and the possibilities of the plays," said 
Karen Libman, Bard to Go director and associ-
ate theater professor at Grand Valley. 
For more information contact Karen Libman in 
Grand Valley's School of Communications at 
x13510 or visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
Kwame Dawes visits Grand 
Valley 
An internationally renowned author, whose cre-
ative work urges readers to examine the world's 
social constructs, is the next visiting writer at 
Grand Valley. 
Award-winning poet, 
novelist, critic and play-
wright K wame Dawes 
will read from his new-
est novel, She's Gone, 
on Thursday, November 
1, at 4 p.m., in Cook-
DeWitt Center, Allendale 
Campus. The event is 
free and open to the 
public. 
Dawes was born in 
Kwame Dawes 
Ghana in 1962, and grew up in Jamaica, where 
he attended college. Since 1992, the author of 
more than a dozen books of poetry has been 
teaching at the University of South Carolina, 
where he was formerly the director of the MFA 
program and is founder and director of the USC 
Poetry Initiative. 
Dawes has performed and read from his work 
in Europe, the Caribbean and North America, 
for audiences of all ages and backgrounds. 
His research into folk life in the South, the 
Caribbean and Africa, has provided fodder for 
his poetry and storytelling. 
Among Dawes awards are an Individual Artist 
Fellowship from the South Carolina Arts 
Commission and a Pushcart Prize for his poetry. 
His book Bob Marley: Lyrical Genius, remains 
the most authoritative study of the musician's 
lyrics. 
This event is sponsored by Grand Valley's 
department of English, the African/African-
American Studies Program, the School of 
Communications, the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, the Office of the Provost, and 
the Office of Planning and Equity. For more 
information, contact Corinna McLeod in Grand 
Valley's Department of English, at x18576. 
Roundtable tackles 
reaccreditation 
The University Leadership Roundtable is a 
gathering of university leaders to discuss a per-
tinent issue and create new networks of coop-
eration. Grand Valley student leaders, faculty, 
staff, and administration are welcome to attend. 
This year's topic will be a discussion of Grand 
Valley's NCA Accreditation self-study process, 
goals and progress. No prior knowledge of the 
topic is required. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ncaself-
study for more information about Grand Valley's 
upcoming reaccreditation. 
Dinner will be provided following guest 
speakers Julie Guevara, GVSU Assessment 
and Accreditation Officer, and Pat Oldt, Vice 
President for Planning and Equity. The event 
begins at 5:30 p.m. in the Alumni House on 
October 8. Dress is business casual. Please 
RSVP by calling x12333 or via e-mail at 
scottcat@student.gvsu.edu. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Nov. 2 
Gallery Hours: "No Blind Date - a two person 
exhibition." Art Gallery, PAC. Call xl2564 
for more information. 
Mon., Oct. 29 
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCA-
Downtown. Call xl2215 for more informa-
tion . 
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Call xl2215 for more information . 
1:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 116B DEV Call x13266 for 
more information. 
2 p.m.: African Americans: The More Things 
Change; The More They Seem To Stay The 
Same. 215/216 KC. Call xl2177 for more 
information . 
3:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call xl3266 for 
more information. 
Tues., Oct. 30 
1 :30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call xl3266 for 
more information . 
3 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
Wed., Oct. 31 
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCA-
Downtown. Call xl2215 for more informa-
tion. 
Noon: Toastmasters. 005 KC. Call xl2233 for 
more information . 
6 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre: "Scenes from 
Opera and Musicals ." 1600 PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Thurs., Nov. 1 
7:30 a.m.: Toastmasters. UClub . Call xl 7337 for 
more information . 
10:30 a.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x 13266 for 
more information . 
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Call xl2215 for more information . 
Noon: Dressing on a Budget. 204 KC. Call 
xl2748 for more information. 
6 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre: "Scenes from 
Opera and Musicals." 1600 PAC. Call xl3484 
VENTS 
for more information. 
7 p.m.: Lecture Class Dismissed. 250 KC. Call 
xl8110 for more information . 
Fri., Nov. 2 
8:30 a.m.: Issues in Multicultural Supervision. 
Alumni House. Call xl3266 for more infor-
mation. 
Sun., Nov. 4 
3 p.m.: The Perugino String Quartet. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl3484 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Phi Mu Alpha Recital. Sherman Van 
Solkema recital Hall , PAC. Call x13385 for 
more information . 
Sports 
Fri., Nov. 2 
7 p.m .: GVSU Volleyball hosts Northwood 
University 
Sat., Nov. 3 
4 p.m.: GVSU Volleyball hosts Saginaw Valley 
State University 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Jason Crouthamel, assistant professor of his-
tory, gave a presentation , "Competing Visions 
of the Volksgemeinschaft in Weimar and Nazi 
Germany," at the German Studies Association 
Conference in San Diego, California. 
Mary Schutten , associate professor of move-
ment science, participated in the Midwest 
District of the American Alliance for Health , 
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
annual strategic planning meeting . 
Hermann Kurthen , associate professor of soci-
ology, gave a presentation, "German-American 
Relations in the New Century: Probable 
Futures and Desirable Outcomes," at the 
German Studies Association Conference in San 
Diego , California. He also co-presented "From 
Myopia to Global Vision: Does International 
Collaboration Impact Ethnocentrism?" at the 7th 
Lilly North Conference in Traverse City. 
Janet Vail, associate professor of water 
resources at the Annis Water Resources Institute , 
was a session chair and gave a presentation, 
"Lake Michigan Public Outreach: Making Lake 
Michigan Great," at the Lake Michigan: State of 
the Lake 2007 Conference in Traverse City. 
Maja Krcmar , visiting assistant professor 
of physics , co-wrote an article, "Theoretical 
Investigations of the Effect of Graphite Interlayer 
Spacing on Hydrogen Absorption ," published in 
Physical Review B; and another, "The Vacancy 
Mechanism of High Oxygen Solubility and 
Nucleation ... ," published in Physical Review 
Letters. Her article, "Theoretical investigation 
of the effect of graphite interlayer spacing on 
hydrogen absorption," was not only published 
in Physical Review B 76, 165404 (2007), but it 
has also been selected for the October 15, 2007 
issue of Virtual Journal of Nanoscale Science & 
Technology. 
George Klay Kieh, Jr., professor of politi-
cal science and African and African-American 
Studies , wrote an article , "United States Foreign 
Policy and the First Liberian Civil War," pub-
lished in Africa Quarterly. 
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of phil-
anthropic studies, wrote an article , "Good 
Grantmaking Requires Expertise," published in 
the Chronicle of Philanthropy; and "Foundation 
Management Can Be Effective," published 
in the Philanthropy Journal. He also wrote a 
book , "Effective Foundation Management: 14 
Challenges of Philanthropic Leadership - And 
How to Outfox Them," published by AltaMira 
Press. 
Brian Collier, assistant professor of history, 
gave a presentation and in-service , "The History 
and future of Catholic Indian education in 
America ," at St. Michael Indian School on the 
Dine (Navajo) Nation . 
David VanderSloot , director of conference 
planning and hospitality services, gave a presen-
tation, "Inputs and Outputs: Exceeding Guest 
Expectations ," at the regional Association of 
Collegiate Conference and Event Directors 
International Conference in Holland. 
Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit 
administration , gave a presentation , "The Quality 
Imperative: Evaluating Student Learning to 
Achieve Continuous Quality Improvement ," and 
convened a panel , "Assessing Student Learning," 
at the annual conference of the National 
Association of Schools of Public Affairs and 
Administration in Seattle, Washington . 
Hugh Jack, professor of engineering, gave a 
presentation, "The Use of Virtual Machines 
in Teaching," at the Frontiers in Engineering 
Conference in Milwaukee , Wisconsin . 
